In the wake of 9/11, stand-up comics of Middle Eastern descent
are pitching in and ﬂghtlng terror—with humor. Puofie by Ed Rampel
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In the Wake of 9/11, Stand-up Comics of Middle
Eastern Descent Are Pitching In and Fighting
Terror—With Humor.
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Joey Nibras, ak/a the “Wacky Iraqgi” says he was
made in Baghdad, but born and raised in Detroit. His fami-
ly came to the U.S. in the late 1960s because of the per-

secution they experienced as Chaldean Christians. Nibras, PUBLISHER'S
31, broke into comedy via a Detroit club’s open-mic night. s} i STA

After moving to L.A., Nibras developed a reputation on the "

local comedy circuit and, in 2003, appeared on Snoop the Irat Sleight of Hand

Dog's Doggy Fizzle Televizzle. The war in Iraq is a major
part of his routine. “People in America don't know anything
about Arab-Americans. | try to bring our worlds a little clos-
er to each other through laughter,” explains Joey.
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